The Idol of Secular Humanism  
Men in every culture and every generation must answer these questions:

1) Where did I come from?

2) What is the purpose of life?

3) How should I act?

4) What happens when I die?
God answers these questions for mankind through general revelation in the created world and special revelation in scripture. Those of us who’ve paid attention to God’s revelation might answer the above four questions like this: 

1) God created me

2) I’m here to do his will

3) I should be holy as he is holy
4) I’ll go to heaven to be with him when I die

But what about the people who scoff at God’s revelation? How do they answer the essential questions? 

The Answer of Secular Humanism  
A man by the name of John Dewey was part of a movement of people who embraced secular humanism and signed the Humanist Manifesto in 1933. Dewey wanted to create a profoundly humanistic institution in which to train the younger generation. If Dewey’s name sounds familiar it’s because he is also the father of our country’s public school system. 
The definition of “secular” is: of or pertaining to the worldly or temporal as distinguished from the spiritual or eternal. A secularist would then be defined as: one who rejects every form of religious faith and worship and undertakes to live accordingly. Thus, the secular humanistic view of the world—the one that has been consistently taught in America’s public school system—is a view devoid of God with its own answers to essential life questions. 
Where did we come from?
How does secular humanism explain human origin?  

The first and second theses in the Humanist Manifesto say that religious humanists must regard the universe as self-existing, not created. Man is a part of nature and has emerged as a result of a continuous process. It is evolution that explains our origins. All we now see emerged from nothing, over billions of years. 
What is the purpose of life?
How does secular humanism identify the purpose of life?
Thesis eight of the Humanist Manifesto says that humanism considers the complete realization of human personality to be the end of man’s life. We should therefore seek to development ourselves for our own fulfillment in the here and now. If humanity is indeed an oddity that sprung up in a pointless universe, our lives have no real purpose. We should embrace the concept of self-help and always try to better ourselves. We should also seek our own personal fulfillment right now in whatever form it may come. 
How should I act? 
How does secular humanism develop ethics?
To determine limits of behavior, a secular humanist will point to the legal system. Any behavior accepted by law is okay. Any behavior not accepted by law must be in some way harmful to the common good of society. The problem is that the legal system is created by people, and the ethics of those people are what determine their laws. Unfortunately, people’s ethics tend to ebb and flow alongside popular opinion, and external forces like the media are what dictate public opinion. This means that the ethics of those responsible for society’s means of communication will eventually become the ethics that guide the masses. The fact that popular opinion plays such a major role in a democracy wouldn’t be bad if the people living in that democracy were upstanding, moral citizens. But, if the people who have the most influence on public opinion also have a godless view of the world, that culture will become increasingly corrupt, legal system included.  

What happens when I die?
How does secular humanism determine the future?
Theses fourteen of the Humanist Manifesto says: 

“A socialized and cooperative economic order must be established to the end that the equitable distribution of the means of life be possible. The goal of humanism is a free and universal society in which people voluntarily and intelligently cooperate for the common good. Humanists demand a shared life in a shared world.”   

Therefore, the future of a humanist’s society is connected to a global vision. They desire nothing more than world peace. Acceptable intervention in the world only includes methods like peace talks, summits, etc. They will condone the placating of vicious rulers before sacrificing peace.   
The End Result of Secular Humanism
Whenever people get their answers to life’s fundamental questions from secular humanism, the end result is a high value placed on:  
1) Evolution

2) Materialism

3) Pleasure

4) Legislature

5) Popular Opinion

6) Media

7) World Peace

This list should look familiar. At a subconscious level, we’ve all learned to value the things on this list. Even if our parents made it clear that evolution was wrong, few of us are unwilling to dispute the draw of numbers two through seven. Let’s take a closer look at each item on the list.  
1.  Evolution involves the pursuit of scientific study. Scientific investigation is a good thing. It’s what brought the world out of the dark ages. Every time an evolutionist discovers a truth in nature, he has discovered information about what God has made. Even scientific investigation into evolution is good. If there is a Creator, he will have left his mark on his work. Honest evolutionists and creationists alike will eventually see that mark. In fact, many former evolutionists now accept the idea of some kind of Creator because of what they’ve discovered through their studies.  
Mirosaw Orzechowski, Poland's deputy minister of education, recently told a local newspaper, “The theory of evolution is a lie. It is an error we have legalized as a common truth.” (http://www.ncseweb.org/resources/news/2006/XX/961_creationism_news_from_around_t_11_2_2006.asp)  
need some stats/references about who is being taught evolution in schools etc.
2. Materialism is the theory that physical matter is the only reality and, therefore, worldly possessions are of the highest significance. Secular humanism has seeped deep into the cracks of our subconscious, and we find ourselves always wanting more. We want a nicer car, a bigger home, newer clothes, and all the latest gizmos and gadgets to make our lives better. We are a culture that’s never satisfied. 
3. Pleasure is defined as the state or feeling of being pleased or gratified. It goes without saying that our society is obsessed with immediate gratification. The definition of pleasure also includes “sensual indulgence.” Again, we don’t have to look far to see how thoroughly this permeates our society. 

God wants us to have pleasure, but not in a realm that doesn’t include him. Jesus talked about a man who had surrounded himself with good things apart from God. He called the man a fool. He said God would demand his life from him and all his pleasures would eventually prove useless. (Luke 12:19, 20)
4. Legislature is the application of the institution of government. It’s the body of people responsible for creating laws, and man has always put a high value on its position. The most recent election when the Democrats ousted the Republicans is a prime example. God wants men to maintain order through their own regulations, (e.g. speed limits, taxes, zoning laws, etc.). However, God is not pleased is when a legislature enacts laws that completely disregard his standards. Laws that violate God’s standards lead to more corruption which can even lead to anarchy or even a military state before the government is finally altogether dissolved.   
6. Popular Opinion is not always bad. In fact, it is something we should be mindful of. Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, rejected the voice of public opinion concerning taxation, and he lost 5/6 of his father’s kingdom. In his case, rejecting popular opinion was foolish. But in many other instances, especially when popular opinion is against a rule that God set forth for mankind, we should reject it with a passion. We need not be worried about how our peers perceive us. We should only be worried about what our maker thinks of us.   
7. Media is comprised of those who control the avenues of communication. The power of the media is clear. When a company must pay $2.5 million for a mere 30 seconds of air time during the Super Bowl, it’s safe to say that what we see and hear through the media influences us in many ways, some obvious and some subtle. If the media didn’t possess the capability to manipulate us and determine our behavior, advertisers would never pay $73,333 a second to control what we see. 

Remember, God does not call us “sheep” because we’re fluffy. God refers to us as sheep because sheep follow whoever or whatever is in front of them. If the first sheep in a group jumps over a log, the next sheep will jump over the same log and so on. However, if the log is taken away after the first sheep jumps, the second sheep will jump anyway. He’ll jump over nothing. Why? Because his brain is too small to analyze the situation and realize the log isn’t there anymore, which means he doesn’t need to jump. Likewise, men have an inherent desire to follow and imitate those in front of them. In some ways, this is good. (It sure makes raising children a lot easier.) But it can also be very bad because, like sheep, we tend to jump just because everyone else is jumping.   
8. World Peace will be the end result of Jesus’ return to the earth, after his victory in history’s greatest battle. But, before Jesus returns, the world will be in a continual state of war, poverty, and mass social injustice. The travesties we see across the globe aren’t subsiding. The world is getting worse, not better. The best thing we can do to promote peace in our lifetime has nothing to do with supporting the U.N. or frowning upon the war in Iraq. We can only perpetuate peace by upholding the institutions God has given us—marriage, family, government, and nationalism. (do we need to explain these institutions here or has it already been explained in an earlier chapter?)   
Secular Humanism as an Idol

When I was young, churches gave out pins to children who had good Sunday school attendance. I still have my pins from each year beginning in 1963 when I was a 3-year-old Presbyterian until 1975 when I was a 15-year-old Methodist. I have many memories from those years in Sunday school. I still recall the songs we sang and the books we used. I also remember being extremely bored and making the other kids laugh during class. I remember wondering why anyone would care about learning so many confusing, pointless Bible stories. I can still feel the rush of freedom I felt every time Sunday school ended and we ran outside to play while our parents lingered inside “fellowshipping” and drinking coffee. Coffee, like organ music, still reminds me of those Sunday mornings. I still hate the taste of coffee. 
A strange tidbit of information I took away from my years in Sunday school was that idol worship is really, really bad. The problem was I had never seen an idol. Whenever the Sunday school teacher would talk about idols, I would look around the classroom, trying to figure out if any of my peers were honestly struggling with the temptation to worship idols. I had a feeling nobody was. Why I had to get up early on a Sunday morning to be told not to worship idols was beyond me.  

It was later explained to me that modern idol worship could include money, power, fame, or anything else we might put before God. But that didn’t sound right to me because I knew the people of Israel weren’t having trouble with money, power, or fame. They were worshipping real stone idols. God was adamant that they not bow down to these graven images. So what were those idols all about back then? And what would be the equivalent of an idol in our society today?   
Idols worshipped in those days were very specific. Each one represented a different philosophy/worldview. Each one (more information here needed about idols in those times)
Basically, there were four things an idol did for its worshippers:  

1) Explained origin
2) Identified purpose

3) Developed ethics

4) Determined future
Sound familiar? 

There is good reason to believe that the equivalent of “idol worship” for us today has little to do with power, wealth, or a myriad of other trappings found in the western world (although those things can definitely take our eyes off God as well). But rather, the equivalent of an idol in our society today would be some kind of “other” worldview, a philosophy that answered the essential questions of life and did so without giving homage to God. We can therefore conclude that one idol worshipped in the United States for much of the last century is secular humanism. 

Who’s Winning? 

Although we’ve bowed to the idol of secular humanism for the last 80 years, the false god has yet to win our total allegiance. There has always been a philosophical tug-of-war in our country because of our distinctly Christian heritage. In a tug-of-war that pits two evenly matched teams against each other, there will be a lot of effort and straining. Both sides will pull to the point of exhaustion, and the results will still show little movement or progress. Not until one side wears the other down completely will a victor be named. 

We are fortunate to be living at this time in our society. I believe the 80 year tug-of-war between people who believe in God and people who embrace secular humanism is nearing an end. Thankfully, it is the other side that is showing signs of exhaustion. The secular humanist view of mankind has pulled long and hard on the soul of our society with doubt, unbelief, and skepticism. Yet the idea of the divine has not gone away. It cannot go away because it is real. 
In fact, without the truth of God, doubt and skepticism could not exist. Without truth, there is no logic, and without logic, there is no platform of which to be skeptical. It would be like a tug-of-war with no one pulling on the other side of the rope. Doubt can only exist if a person is willing to admit they are searching for truth but don’t yet think they’ve found it.  
How can I suggest we may actually be winning this tug-of-war? See for yourself.   
1.) Explains Origin   
The two opposing viewpoints have two answers to the question of origin, and each answer represents the philosophy of its god. We believe we were made by God through the process of creation. Secular humanists, on the other hand, believe our world evolved over billions of years—a kind of cosmic accident. Yes, they think we are all literal freaks of nature.  

If we check polls in America over the last 25 years, we will find that our culture is holding a firm grip on God despite all the effort that’s been put into promoting evolution in public schools and higher education. A Gallup poll from February 2001 produced these results: 

· 45% of respondents believe “God created human beings pretty much in their present form at one time within the last 10,000 years or so” 
· 37% believe “human beings have developed over millions of years from less advanced forms of life, but God guided this process” 
· 12% believe “human beings have developed over millions of years from less advanced forms of life, and God had no part in this process” 
On December 14, 2006, a report was released by who? that said, “The public has not notably changed its opinion on the question [of creation] since Gallup started asking it in 1982.”
Change to footnote (http://www.unl.edu/rhames/courses/current/creation/evol-poll.htm)
Some evolutionists fear we are headed back to the dark ages because public opinion doesn’t support evolutionary theory. It’s even worse than they imagine as public polls also show support for the teaching of creationism is on the rise. 

“A recent survey by the Pew Forum on Religion and Science found that 64% of 
respondents support teaching creationism side-by-side with evolution in the science 
curriculum of public schools. A near majority of 48% do not believe that Darwin’s 
theory of evolution is proven by fossil discoveries, and 33% believe that a 
general 

agreement does not exist among scientists that humans developed over time.” 



Change to footnote
(The Pew Research Center for the People and the Press: Reading the polls on evolution and 


creationism, Pew Center Pollwatch. September 28, 2005. Available at: http://people-



press.org/commentary/display.php3?AnalysisID=118. Accessed November 21, 2005.)
This evidence means the glory days for atheists and evolutionists are passed. And although many scholars and scientists will continue to champion a godless world until they die, it seems that the whole of our culture has taken a turn toward the spiritual. Spiritual does not necessarily mean Christian. But more and more people are holding fast to the belief that there’s something more. 

In the final days before Christ returns, the Bible says the world is full of people who believe in a god. (where does it say that?)  In fact, the world as we know it will end with such religious fervor that people will actually crown a man as god.

“He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, 
so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.”







(2 Thessalonians 2:4)


“All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast…He (who?)  was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship 
the image to be killed.”  (Revelation 13:8, 15)

With regard to the explaining of origins, Christianity is winning the battle with secular humanism. Scientific study cannot and will not ever undermine God because, “God’s invisible qualities have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made.” (Romans 1:20) We should now worry less about scientific study and turn our attention to what’s coming on the horizon—a so-called “new spiritual dimension.” 
The pendulum is swinging from denying the existence of God to a zealous embracing of spirituality. This poses great danger for those who’ve failed to grow in their knowledge of the Bible. Without a full understanding of God’s truth, people won’t know what to do when they face this new enemy. It’s an enemy that won’t just deny the existence of God, but rather, a spiritual and demonic force that will claim to be the true God. 
2.) Identifies Purpose
3.) Develops Ethics

Although 91.8% of the people in the United States say they believe in the existence of a God, make footnote (according to a Gallup Poll written and analyzed by Baylor University and reported in September 12, 2006 USA TODAY) only 11% say our American society closely reflects Christianity. Make footnote as reported by Newsweek Dec. 5, 2004. Our real problem, then, is not that we don’t believe in God, but that we don’t live in a way that reflects that belief. 
A majority of Americans join with Christians in embracing some distinctly Christian beliefs, as shown on the chart below. 
	Percentage of Americans Who Believe These Statements (Newsweek 12/10/04)

	82% Believe that Jesus lived

	55% Believe that every word of the Bible is literally true

	79% Believe that Jesus was born of a virgin

	67% Believe the details of the Christmas story are true

	52% Believe that Jesus will return to earth

	62% Believe creation should be taught in schools


Dec. 5, 2004, Newsweek, (updated Dec. 10, 2006) A Newsweek Poll http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6650997/site/newsweek/
Although these core Christian beliefs are espoused by many, they’re lived out by few, as shown on the chart below.  

Chart with statistics on divorce, sexual immorality, drug abuse, violence, etc. 

Saying “I’m a Christian” is encouraged in our culture. Political figures do it to improve their images. But actually living like a Christian is a completely different story. People who live like Christians in our country today don’t have to worry about being stoned in the public square, but they do have to worry about being ridiculed. They are called names and whispered about. They are labeled judgmental, intolerant, conservative, narrow-minded, old-fashioned. A college boy is called gay if he hasn’t had sex. A teenager girl is called a “Jesus freak” when she doesn’t smoke or drink. Even though we say we’re a Christian nation, there are very few Christians living as Christ would. 
4.) Determines future
In conclusion, what the secular humanist movement has tried to accomplish over the last century has damaged the soul of our country, but it has not conquered us. Secular humanism is just that—secular. The new idol to come will be evil. We have suffered spiritual casualties in the secular humanist battles and lost warriors to doubt and disbelief, but our enemy has ultimately not won the war. Unfortunately, a greater and even more threatening adversary is on its way.  (we need a chapter about this enemy if there isn’t one already)
Humanist Manifesto I 
(Humanist Manifesto I first appeared in The New Humanist, May/June 1933 (Vol. VI, No. 3)
“The time has come for widespread recognition of the radical changes in religious beliefs throughout the modern world. The time is past for mere revision of traditional attitudes. Science and economic change have disrupted the old beliefs. Religions the world over are under the necessity of coming to terms with new conditions created by a vastly increased knowledge and experience. In every field of human activity, the vital movement is now in the direction of a candid and explicit humanism. In order that religious humanism may be better understood we, the undersigned, desire to make certain affirmations which we believe the facts of our contemporary life demonstrate. 
There is great danger of a final, and we believe fatal, identification of the word religion with doctrines and methods which have lost their significance and which are powerless to solve the problem of human living in the Twentieth Century. Religions have always been means for realizing the highest values of life. Their end has been accomplished through the interpretation of the total environing situation (theology or world view), the sense of values resulting therefrom (goal or ideal), and the technique (cult), established for realizing the satisfactory life. A change in any of these factors results in alteration of the outward forms of religion. This fact explains the changefulness of religions through the centuries. But through all changes religion itself remains constant in its quest for abiding values, an inseparable feature of human life. 
Today man's larger understanding of the universe, his scientific achievements, and deeper appreciation of brotherhood, have created a situation which requires a new statement of the means and purposes of religion. Such a vital, fearless, and frank religion capable of furnishing adequate social goals and personal satisfactions may appear to many people as a complete break with the past. While this age does owe a vast debt to the traditional religions, it is none the less obvious that any religion that can hope to be a synthesizing and dynamic force for today must be shaped for the needs of this age. To establish such a religion is a major necessity of the present. It is a responsibility which rests upon this generation. We therefore affirm the following: 
Are these theses below word for word as written? 
First: Religious humanists regard the universe as self-existing and not created. 
Second: Humanism believes that man is a part of nature and that he has emerged as a result of a continuous process. 
Third: Holding an organic view of life, humanists find that the traditional dualism of mind and body must be rejected. 
Fourth: Humanism recognizes that man's religious culture and civilization, as clearly depicted by anthropology and history, are the product of a gradual development due to his interaction with his natural environment and with his social heritage. The individual born into a particular culture is largely molded by that culture. 
Fifth: Humanism asserts that the nature of the universe depicted by modern science makes unacceptable any supernatural or cosmic guarantees of human values. Obviously humanism does not deny the possibility of realities as yet undiscovered, but it does insist that the way to determine the existence and value of any and all realities is by means of intelligent inquiry and by the assessment of their relations to human needs. Religion must formulate its hopes and plans in the light of the scientific spirit and method. 
Sixth: We are convinced that the time has passed for theism, deism, modernism, and the several varieties of "new thought". 
Seventh: Religion consists of those actions, purposes, and experiences which are humanly significant. Nothing human is alien to the religious. It includes labor, art, science, philosophy, love, friendship, recreation -- all that is in its degree expressive of intelligently satisfying human living. The distinction between the sacred and the secular can no longer be maintained. 
Eight: Religious Humanism considers the complete realization of human personality to be the end of man's life and seeks its development and fulfillment in the here and now. This is the explanation of the humanist's social passion. 
Ninth: In the place of the old attitudes involved in worship and prayer the humanist finds his religious emotions expressed in a heightened sense of personal life and in a cooperative effort to promote social well-being.
Tenth: It follows that there will be no uniquely religious emotions and attitudes of the kind hitherto associated with belief in the supernatural. 
Eleventh: Man will learn to face the crises of life in terms of his knowledge of their naturalness and probability. Reasonable and manly attitudes will be fostered by education and supported by custom. We assume that humanism will take the path of social and mental hygiene and discourage sentimental and unreal hopes and wishful thinking. 
Twelfth: Believing that religion must work increasingly for joy in living, religious humanists aim to foster the creative in man and to encourage achievements that add to the satisfactions of life.
Thirteenth: Religious humanism maintains that all associations and institutions exist for the fulfillment of human life. The intelligent evaluation, transformation, control, and direction of such associations and institutions with a view to the enhancement of human life is the purpose and program of humanism. Certainly religious institutions, their ritualistic forms, ecclesiastical methods, and communal activities must be reconstituted as rapidly as experience allows, in order to function effectively in the modern world. 
Fourteenth: The humanists are firmly convinced that existing acquisitive and profit-motivated society has shown itself to be inadequate and that a radical change in methods, controls, and motives must be instituted. A socialized and cooperative economic order must be established to the end that the equitable distribution of the means of life be possible. The goal of humanism is a free and universal society in which people voluntarily and intelligently cooperate for the common good. Humanists demand a shared life in a shared world.
Fifteenth and last: We assert that humanism will: (a) affirm life rather than deny it; (b) seek to elicit the possibilities of life, not flee from them; and (c) endeavor to establish the conditions of a satisfactory life for all, not merely for the few. By this positive morale and intention humanism will be guided, and from this perspective and alignment the techniques and efforts of humanism will flow. 
So stand the theses of religious humanism. Though we consider the religious forms and ideas of our fathers no longer adequate, the quest for the good life is still the central task for mankind. Man is at last becoming aware that he alone is responsible for the realization of the world of his dreams, that he has within himself the power for its achievement. He must set intelligence and will to the task. 

34 Signers of the 1933 Humanist Manifesto I:

J. A. C. Fagginger Auer 
E. Burdette Backus 
Harry Elmer Barnes 
L. M. Birkhead 
Raymond B. Bragg 
Edwin Arthur Burtt
Ernest Caldecott
A.J. Carlson

John Dewey

Albert C. Dieffenbach
John H. Dietrich
Bernard Fantus
William Floyd
F. H. Hankins
A. Eustace Haydon
Llewllyn Jones
Robert Morse Lovett
Harold P. Marley
R. Lester Mondale
Charles Francis Potter 
John Herman Randall, Jr
Curtis W. Reese
Oliver L. Reiser
Roy Wood Sellars
Clinton Lee Scott
Maynard Shipley
W. Frank Swift
V. T. Thayer
Eldred C. Vanderlaan
Joseph Walker
Jacob J. Weinstein
Frank S. C. Wicks 
David Rhys Williams 
Edwin H. Wilson
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